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FLEET EQUIPMENT

Keep It Up-scale

any fleats have moved to
spec’ing up-scale interiors
o include leather uphol-

stary. Its axtra cost makes it wise o
maintain its good looks,

Craative Colors International, m
company that repairs, econditions
and restores leather, vinyl, Fahric.
plastics and carpeting, offers some
usaful information for extending
and enhencing the life of leathar
goods. To retain its beauty and other
desirable qualities, leather requires
frequant conditioning to replace the
natural lubricants lost during nor-
mal vuse,  With the proper care,
leather can be protected from axces-
sive dryness that can cause it to
crack and from moisture thet may
cause it to swell or mildew.

Because unprotected leather is
susceptible to spotting from water
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and other liguids, a newly pur-

chased leather e should e reat-

e immediately 1o help provent per

manent stains from oocurring.  Be

sure to use only the proper protec:

tion for your particular type of

Iather,

¢ The use of oo much oil or wax
can clog pores, causing leather to
lozn itz ability to allow air in and
muoisturs oul. For the best protoc-
tion, wse a mild dishwashing
soap,  Ivory liquid dishwashing
soap is an excellant way to kesp
vour leather clean and looking
mew, Une par lvory o 10 parts
witur

¢ Duiry products that spill on dark-
or dyod leathor will leave a spot
After cleaning, the oils in the
dairy products will eventually
rise back up to the surface, Try

gnd be careful with any dairy
product nekl o your leather,

= Lighter colored leather needs to
be cleanad often. Dirl, dust and
clothing will leave traces on
leather. Especially, black and
dark-blue dyed jeans,

= PMever wse preparations made fiog
smooth leather on suede or
“rough cut” leather. Use only
cleaners or preparations made
specifically for suede.

* The best way to kesp leather pro-
tected from the sun and other gle-
ments is to clean and condition
on a regular basis, al least twice a
vear, The conditioner puls a pro-
tective layer om the surfsce,
which will help protect from sun
dlamage.

It's important that all leather goods,
including truck seafs, focdwear,
clothing. furniture and everviliing in
hatwean, recalve pEOpEr e, which
will enhance and extend the life of
any leather good.



